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and eCollege data are currently not included in
the PLSS database.
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Lifelong Learning (LLL)

59% 41%

LLL Other
Enrolments

Total Learner
Enrolments

In 2018, there were 103,238 LLL enrolments, representing 59% of the total learner enrolments.
Females made up 62.7% of all LLL enrolments.

Enrolments
62.7% Start Age
18.3%
55-64
37.3%
25.3%
45-54
29.8%
35-44

LLL enrolments were fairly evenly distributed among the age bands, with those aged 55-64
having a slightly lower percentage of LLL enrolments.
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9%

Engaged in home duties

2.2%

Retired

13.7%

Inactive for other reasons

27.6%

Employed

4.9%

Student/Trainee

Enrolments by

Principle Economic
42.7% S'ccu'cusF.)1

Unemployed

Almost half (42.7%) of LLL enrolments were unemployed prior to enrolment, whereas more
than a quarter (27.6%) were employed prior to enrolment. The remaining (29.7%) LLL learners
were inactive prior to enrolment.

Highest Level of
Formal Education?

Third level

Short-cycle tertiary education

Post-secondary non-tertiary

Upper secondary

Lower secondary

Primary education and below

For LLL enrolments, 27,332 (36.9%) had a lower secondary education or below when enrolling
in a FET course, whereas 19,196 (25.9%) had an upper secondary education. The figure also
shows that 15,796 (21.3%) of LLL enrolments had a post-secondary non-tertiary education,
an education group primarily comprised of individuals enrolled in FET level 4-6 courses (e.g.
Post Leaving Certificate and Back to Education Initiative). In addition, 4,154 LLL enrolments
(5.6%) had a short-cycle tertiary or a third level non-degree education and 7,533 (10.2%) LLL
enrolments had a third level (degree) education.

1 It should be noted that this is figure is an estimate and includes only those cases where previous principle
economic status was captured. The Principle Economic Response rate for LLL enrolments was 66%.

2 [t should be noted that this figure is an estimate and includes only those cases where previous levels of
education were captured.
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Definition of Terms

Enrolments

Enrolments are defined as learners who are on course or have completed a course during 2018.

Field of Study

This is defined and categorised by the International Standard Classification of Education
(ISCED). Both broad (2-digit) and detailed (4-digit) fields of study are used for categorising
Further Education and Training course fields of study.

Inactive

This term is used according to the Eurostat and the International Labour Organisation (ILO)
definition which defines inactive as individuals who are neither employed nor unemployed
and are not working and not available or looking for work. Inactive in this report includes
those learners engaged in home duties, retired, student/trainees, and those inactive for other
reasons.

Irish National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ)

This is a framework through which all learning achievements may be measured and related to
each other in a coherent way. The many different types and sizes of qualifications included in
the NFQ are organised based on their level of knowledge, skill and competence. In some cases,
where awards have not been placed on the Irish NFQ, equivalent levels are assigned based on
the document ‘Qualifications can cross boundaries’ and the level assigned to the award on the
relevant country’s framework (e.g. Cf. Ofqual, Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework,
etc.).

Non-NFQ Aligned courses
This includes completions with certification not aligned with the NFQ.

Learner

A unique individual who has progressed onto a course in the application process. The total
number of learners is the sum of all unique individuals in Further Education and Training in
2018.

Lifelong Learning (LLL)
Lifelong Learning is based on the EU measure of lifelong learning, the number of adults

between 25-64 years.

On Course
On course refers to those learners who were still on course as of December 31st, 2018.
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Post-secondary non-tertiary

This refers to Post Leaving Certificate NFQ Level 4 or 5, Advanced Certificate NFQ Level 6, other
non-NFQ aligned FET, Certificate NFQ Level 4, or Certificate NFQ Level 5.

Short-cycle tertiary education

This refers to third level non-degree courses and includes higher certificate NFQ level 6 courses
and diploma NFQ level 7 courses. These courses are usually of one year in duration and are
often vocational in nature.

Third Level

This refers to Ordinary Bachelor degree, Honours Bachelor degree, Professional, Post-Graduate,
Doctorate or Higher degree courses.
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For further information, please contact:

Helen Garner

Data Analytics Unit, SOLAS

Block 1, Castleforbes Road, Dublin 1

helen.garner@solas.ie ThisIsFET.ie






