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Impact of COVID-19 on the Dublin region

Work Force
 

65.1%
The labour force 
participation rate decreased 
from 65.7% in Q1 to 65.1% in 
Q3, remaining the highest 
rate across all regions

(from Q1 2020 to Q3 2020)

Employment

3.6%
Employment fell by 
25,900 persons (3.6%)

Professional , scientific and technical activities

The professional, scientific & 
technical activities sector saw 
the largest absolute decline 
in employment (12,100 
persons or an 18% decrease), 
with the wholesale & retail 
sector recording the largest 
increase (11,100 persons)

18%

The number of females in 
employment fell by 20,200 
persons (6.3%); the fall in 
employment for males was 
smaller at 5,700 (or 1.5%) 

1.5% 6.3%

Employment

Top 5 Sectors

Health

Wholesale & retail

ICT

Financial etc.

Education

Total employed

89,800

89,700

66,300

61,900

57,400

Q1-Q3 2020

+1%

+14%

-11%

+4%

-2%

Selected top wholesale/retail companies in the Dublin region
Sector Focus

Super Valu
Tesco MusgraveUnited Drug

Penneys

C&C Group

Brown Thomas Group

Dunnes StoresEason
Arnotts

Harvey Norman

Marks & Spencer

Dublin accounts for 30.2% of employment in Ireland (692,100 persons)



Sources: CSO Labour Force Survey and Live Register, Kompasswww.regionalskills.ie/Regions/Dublin
www.solas.ie

Unemployment
Unemployment rate %

State Dublin

7.1%

8.2%

15.8%

13.6%
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Company No. of Jobs

LinkedIn 800
Amazon 1000
Hubspot 450
Buymie 200
Pfizer 300

Tik Tok 200
Microsoft 200

Pandemic Unemployment Payments - Week 44
Persons receiving Pandemic Unemployment Payment in the Dublin region:

- 108,300 persons, compared to 175,500 in May 2020 (Week 18)

- Accounting for 15.6% of the labour force* in the region (14.4% overall in the State)
  (the highest share across all regions)

- 22.6% (or 24,400 persons) aged under 25 years (25.3% for the State) (the lowest share across all regions)

- 46.0% female (50.4% for the State) (the only region where males accounted for a higher share)

* based on Quarter 3 2020

61,300

Numbers unemployed
Q3 2020

Region rates – Overall comments

8.2%

UE Rate Q3 2020

Dublin had the highest unemployment rate in Q3 2020 across all regions

Dublin’s UE rate was consistently lower than that of the State (since q1 2012) until Q2 
2020 when it surpassed the State and remained higher again in Q3 2020

Increase of 3.6
percentage points 

Change from Q1-Q3 
2020 UE Rate

Increase of 26,500
persons unemployed 

Change from Q1-Q3 
2020 UE Number

Companies with recent 
job announcements in 
the Dublin region

Majority of jobs announced 
for Dublin were in ICT.


